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92d CONGRESS
1st Session' H. RES. 497

IN  T H E  H O U S E  O F R E P R E S E N T A T IV E S
J u n e  22,1971

Mr. H astin g s  (for liimself, Mrs. A b zu g , Mr. A l e x a n d e r , Mr. A s p in , Mr. 
A ddabbo, Mr. B e l l , Mr. B rasco , Mr. B room field , Mr. B u r k e  of Massa
chusetts, Mr. C ordova, Mr. C otter , Mr. D e n h o l m , Mr. D e n t , Mr. D o no 
h u e , Mrs. D w y e r , Mr. E dwards of California, Mr. E dwards of Louisiana, 
Mr. G a l l a g h e r , Mrs. G rasso , Mr. W il l ia m  D . F ord, Mr. H a n l e y , Mr. 
H a n s e n  o f Idaho, Mr. I I echler  of West Virginia, Mr. H e lsto sk i, and Mr. 
H u n g a t e ) submitted the following resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs

RESOLUTION
Whereas the total number of veterans hospitals, psychiatric and 

general, numbers one hundred and sixty-six, and the total 

capacity is one hundred thousand; and

Whereas the Federal telecommunications system now in effect in 
the Veterans’ Administration hospitals is for authorized per

sonnel use only; and

Whereas our veterans of World Wars I  and I I  and the Korean 

and Vietnam conflicts must use public telephones to contact 
their families and loved ones: Now, therefore, be it

1 Resolved, That—

2 (1) the policy of the Veterans’ Administration Reg-

Y



2

1 illation 204.02, regarding the Federal telecommunica-

2 jtions system as an official telephone, he changed and that

3 a new regulation include the provision that all patients

4 shall have public use of the Federal telecommunications

5 system to contact their families and loved ones;

6 (2 ) the number of Federal telecommunications sys-

7 tern telephones be determined by a ratio table, stating the

8 capacity of each hospital and the number of telephones to

9 be installed per capacity; and

10 Resolved further,

11 (3 ) That the time when the Federal telecommuni-

12 cations system telephones can be used publicly by our

13 veterans, be designated at the end of the ordinary busi-

14 ness day, or to be determined by the Veterans’ Adminis-

15 tration; and

1(1 Resolved further,

17 (4 ) That the number of Federal telecommunica-

18 tions system telephones installed in each Veterans’ Ad-

19 ministration hospital shall meet the standards proposed

20 by the Veterans’ Administration regarding length of

21 service, mental capacity of patient (psychiatric lios-

22 pitals), and so forth.
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1st Session H. RES. 497

R E S O L U T IO N
To provide for free Federal telecommunica

tions system service to patients in veterans’ 
hospitals.

B y  Mr. H a s t in g s , Mrs. A b zu g , Mr. A l e x a n d e r , 
Mr. A s p in . Mr. A ddabbo, Mr. B e l l , Mr. 
B i iasco , Mr. B room field , Mr. B u r k e  of 
Massachusetts, Mr. C ordova, Mr. C otter , 
Mr. D e n h o l m , Mr. D e n t , Mr. D o n o h u e , 
Mrs. D w y e r , Mr. E dwards of California, 
Mr. E dw ards of Louisiana, Mr. G a l l a g h e r , 
Mrs. G rasso , Mr. W il l ia m  D . F ord, Mr. 
H a n l e y , Mr. H a n s e n  of Idaho, Mr. H e c h - 
ler  of West Virginia, Mr. H e lsto sk i, and 
Mr. H u n g a t e

June 22,1971
Referred to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
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