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Arts and Entertainment 
INTERVIEW/ Engineer turns punk publisher 

By John McNally 
Ron Gregorio is the editor and 

publisher of Hard Times, a fanzine 
comprised of interviews, concert 
and album reviews, and concert 
photos of mostly hard core bands: 

Ron started out as a mechanical 
engineering student at NJIT. While 
a student there he began writing for 
NJ/T's paper, The Vector and also 
for The Observe r, Rutger's pa°per 
in Newark. 

After nearly five semesters at 
NJIT, he decided engineering was 
not for him and dropped out. Ron 

. a/so was active in motocross rac
ing until a knee injury forced him 
out of competition last year. With 
all this newfound free time on his 
hanas, Ron decided to start a fan
zine. For the uninitiated, a fanzine 
is like a baby magazine - a 
magazine in its infancy. Their 
focus is usually on the avant-garde 
in art, music or literature. They are 
also smaller and cheaper than reg
ular magazines. Did Bob Guc
cione start out this way? Probably 
not. 

Q: Ron, when did you first get 
the idea that you might want to 
publish your own fanzine? 

Ron: It was kind of a spur of the 
moment thing. I'd been writing the · 
past couple of years for school 
(college) papers and was looking 
for a fanzine to write for. I was sup
posed to start writing for one, but 
it was a pretty lousy fanzine. It had 
a lot of pictures and real short inter
views ... they asked a lot of stupid 
questions like "What do you think 
of the New York scene?" It was 
boring. I thought I cou ld do a better 
job than that. I figured that for a 
couple hundred bucks - with the 
money that I' m making working -
I could throw together a fanzine 
just like anybody else. A couple of 
my friends said that they wanted to 
get in on it, so we were originally 

going to put it out on two sided 
xerox - a real cheapo job - make 
three or four hundred copies and 
just do it for the fun of it. Then one 
day I interviewed Glen Danzig of 
Samhein and he said, "You can 
spend a lot of time and throw 
something together that nobody's 
going to read or you can contact 
distributors and make it look real 
good, run it as a business and sell 
more by producing a better quality 
fanzine." After talking to him and 
a few other people I decided if I 
was going to spend all the time it 
takes to put out a fanzine, r might 
as well make it a good one. 

Q: What's the hardest part of 
publishing a fanzine? 

Ron: Everything. I came into it 
cold turkey and just played it by 
ear. I never did any kind of pub
lishing before. I never even did lay
out. All I ever did was write. I never 
really had to deal with deadlines 
before either, and now sometimes 
I have to hound after my writers to 
get things in on time. But for the 
first two issues I did most of the 
writing. Just getting e\(erything 
written and typed ... you'd think 
it would be no big deal, but it ends 
up being a big deal because it's got 
to be perfect. 

Q: What do you see as the 
final, finished product of a fully 
evolved Hard Times? 

Ron: Trouser Press. 
Q: Trouser press? 
Ron: Trouser Press started out as 

a punk fanzine in '76. They just 
went out of business a short time 
ago, but they'd developed into a 
good quality magazine and basi
cally did anything that was avant
garde. People think that Hard 
Times is only a hard core magazine 
but I would like it to branch out 
into other kinds of alternative 
music nothing too 
mainstream, but I'd like to set up 

interviews with XTC, the Gun 
Club, and bands like that. 

Q: When did you first start get
ting into hard core? 

Ron : I guess around '80-'81. 
Only in those days they called it 
punk. The first band I ever saw that 
did really fast, hard core stuff was 
the Dead Kennedys. 

Q: I_ notice that you manage to 
get one or two political articles into 
every issue of Hard Times . Do you 
think it's right to put something like 
that in a music fanzine? It doesn't 
seem to fit in with the rest of the ar
ticles . 

Ron: Sure it does. One of the 
reasons why I started getting into 
hard core was because of the polit
ical sentiment. Look at the Dead 
Kennedys, for instance. They're an 
extremely political band ... left 
wing socia li st. Even thought I think 
their ideology is pretty naive 
there's a lot of political bands out 
there. Music and politics, art and 
politics have been intertwined for 
a long time. Politics underlies ev
erything in one form or another. 

Q: What with you feeling so 
strongly about politics, don't you 
think there's a danger of Hard 
Times becoming a forum for your 
personal political views? 

Ron: That's why I want to keep 
it to one political article a month. 

Q: What do you think about the 
hard core scene as it is today? 

Ron: What you're getting now in 
hard core is a lot of people who are 
just into it because they want to be 
in the scene. They're not really into 
the punk ideology as it began origi
nally in '77-'78. The message then 
was, "Do what you want. Think for 
yourself. Do what you think is 
right." Now it's more people doing 
something because they think it's 
cool ... like J' II be more punk if I 
look like this. It really pisses me off 
when I see skinheads picking fights 
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Ron Gregorio, editor and publisher of Hard Times Magazine. 

with people at shows just because 
they have long hair. 

Q: How would you describe 
your magazine? 

Ron: Check it out even if you ' re 
not into hard core. The interviews 
are really funny. I've got good 
political stuff too ... an eyewit
ness account of Nicaragua. Who 
do you know that went to 
Nicaragua? I went there. 

How can I sum it up? It's an alter
native music magazine. People in 
punk and hard core are very down 
to earth. They're not into the whole 
rock start image. After a show, if 
you want an interview with the 
band, you walk backstage and 
talk. There's no hierarchy. A fan 

can't go backstage at a Who con
cert. Anyone can go backstage at a 
Husker du concert. I guess I 
shouldn't recommend bands, but 
what the hell .. . pick up albums 
by some of these bands. Pick up 
Husker du, pick up the Minute
men, the Dead Kennedys. Blow 
five bucks. You never know. You 
might like it. Hear what they have 
to say. Don't be so narrow. Have 
an open mind. There's lots more 
out there besides Michael Jackson 
and Loverboy. 

Editor's Note: If you would like 
to pick up a copy of Hard Times 
and see what it 's all about for your
self, check out Vintage Vinyl on 
Springfield Avenue in Irvington. 

Student Activities 
Jobs Available In Student Activities 

The Office of Student Activities employs over 30 students for fun, 
interesting, and responsible work. Most positions are filled through 
the College Work Study Program (CWSP), some are classified as 
Student Aide positions. There are openings in both categories for the 
Fall 1984 Semester. 

The Student Activities Office is looking for conscientious workers 
whoare interested in serving the college community. Specific assign
ments could include publicity, posting, art work, clerical duties, night 
supervision of the College Center. For more information please con
su It the Student Activities Office, CC 1 43, 527 -2044. 

To apply for a position you must file a NJ Financial Aid Form with 
the College Scholarship Service and' a student employment applica
tion in the College Financial Aid Office located in'the Administration 
Building. Students will be placed on a first come basis. 

The 84-85 Student Handbook and the 84-85 Activities Calendar are 
available in the Student Activities Office, CC-143. Please be sure to 
come in and pick up copies. 

Harper's featured at Gallery 
The pages of Harper's Weekly 

and other illustrated 19th century 
news magazines will be featured in 
an exhibit Sept. 7 through Oct. 5 in 
the College Gallery at Kean Col
lege of New Jersey. 

Professor Zara Cohan of 
Elizabeth, gallery director, said 
this is the first exhibit for the prints 
which she has been collecting for 
seven years. 

The gallery, in the Vaughn
Eames building, is open from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. and 5 to 7 p.m. 
Monday through Thrusday and 
from 10 a.m. to noon on Friday. 

Cohan will give a gallery talk on 
the prints at 10 a.m. Oct. 5 for the 
Museums Council of New Jersey 
and will arrange talks for other 
groups on request to the fine arts 
office, 52 7-2307. Another gallery 
talk will be announced in Sep
tember. 

According to Cohan, the 44-
piece collection includes 42 of her 
own pictures and two that belong 
to Florence Rosenblum of Cobble 
Hill Antiques, South Hampton. 

The pictures are actual 
magazine pages that have been 
framed. With the exception of two 
which have been hand colored. 

The exhibit consists of black and 
,white prints of wood engravings. · 
Cohan said these pictures served 
as the news photographs of their 
day and that the artists frequently 
went to news scenes to produce 
them. 

In addition to Harper's Weekly, 
the Cohan collection includes 
pages from Frank Leslie's Illus
trated Newspaper, Gleason's 
Drawing Room Companion, and 
the Illustrated News, which 
existed only in one year-1853 . 

Cohan noted that the illustra-
- tions have historical as well as ar
tistic significance and a number of 
similar illustrations are included in 
the collection of the New Jersey 
Room in the college's Nancy 
Thompson Library. 

She also said collecting the il
lustrations can be relatively inex
pensive as th.ere are networks of 
dealers offering them for sale. 

The exhibit is titled, Lets Look at 
Pictures: A Trip to the 7 9th Century 
Art Scene. Potted plants and other 
19th century decorating touches 
have been added to the gallery to 
provide an 1800s atmosphere. · 


